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Hurricane Sandy presents an excellent
opportunity to examine external and
internal assessment tools used in
emergency management strategic planning.
The magnitude and diversity of disruptions
that Hurricane Sandy (Sandy) presented,
plus the likelihood of similar events
occurring in densely populated areas of the
United States, are the main reasons.
Additionally, the volume of news coverage
and reporting regarding the long-term after
effects provide emergency management
professionals with a depth of information
and variety of perspectives. Specifically,
there are significant differences in
descriptions and perceptions of events,
behaviors and organizational responses
during the aftermath that warrant review.
Understanding the differences between
reality and perception as well as the basis
for those differences are important learning
opportunities for emergency management
professionals who are interested in
increasing their assessment skills. This case
study is one small effort towards a greater
understanding of successful strategic
planning in the field of emergency
management. Hurricane Sandy provides an
opportunity to integrate sensemaking and
Highly Resilient Organizational principles
and tools into emergency managers
assessment skills. Since assessment of
internal and external variables is such a
critical aspect of emergency management
planning it is important to have powerful
and comprehensive analytical tools as
possible prior to the event - in this case a
predicted weather related disruption.
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